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10.13.2017 


To Happy Valley 



The State College townie kids, bound 
to Happy Valley, got their kicks where 
they found them, gave off an air of 
ennui shot with doom (human life 
having granted them no escape valve), 
yet were accommodating to me. On 
what it means to look around a small 
town, and know that it is everything to you, 
encompasses all you are, Lords over you 
confining curses: to trip with these kids was 
to understand these limitations, the magic 
&the agony. Lisa smirked, skinny in her boots, 
hair cut short but for the one fringe over 
her left eye, & passed me water for the E high- 

Lisa- after twenty years, the bathroom, 
you remember, in The Coffee Cellar, 
was all black, with a wide mirror. 

Stoned, I dragged you (sweet sixteen) in there 
to see if I could kiss you, wrapped in 
black leather pants; you banged in 
two-inch-high boots, tawny hair-fringe 
there, over your eye. I got the kiss; we ambled 
out hand in hand; wound up back in 
again. You made me vow to you 
something I can't remember. How 
townie girls talked- I'd nod, get lost. 

But the womb-space was complete- 

we were safe, ascendant into space, hopeless- 
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